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I,—Forricn Po.irics. 


The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 21st February gives the Dasvsarramr 


vi any Urnpv GuIps, 


following, purport of a speech delivered by Maul 

An Indian Musalman on the Ay dor Rauf at a meeting held in Lahore:— 
ee The Armenian Christians are notorious for 
their disloyalty and boisterous character. As these Christians follow a different 
religion from that of their rulers, they have for some years past been trying 
to throw off the Turkish yoke. They think that, like the Christians of Bulgaria, 
Roumania and Greece, they will receive help from the Christian Powers in 
Europe in a time of emergency. They also know that Russia, for ages an 
inveterate enemy of Turkey, is trying her best to weaken that power, and has 
lately sent a regiment of spies under the guise of clergymen to travel through the 
length and breadth of Turkey, and these spies are inciting their co-religionists 
to throw off the Turkish yoke, saying that Turkey is interfering with their 
religion. 

° The Armenian Christians therefore, who are looking only for a pretext to 
raise the standard of rebellion, cry out for help from the Christian Powers 
whenever they are found fault with, and the Powers, as a matter of course, side 
with them. The Sultan who, under the circumstances, can be compared to the 
tongue surrounded by the thirty-two teeth, sees the isolation of his position, and 
shows much leniency towards his Armenian subjects. The rumoured outrages 
had no existence in reality, and the charges which have been brought against the 
Sultan are based entirely upon selfishness and race-feeling. Christian preachers 
may be seen at present all over Europe, holding meetings and exhorting their 
hearers to declare war against the Turks, because they have interfered with the 
religion of the Armenian Christians. 

It is clear from the speech of Sir Ashmead, m.p., that the Musalmans of 
India may lawfully defend the Sultan, who is the Commander of the Faithful 
and the Protector of Islam, against the attacks of these preachers and the European 
newspapers. England knows fully well that Turkey is always her friend. She 
should not forsake her faithful ally in danger. ‘The Musalmans will never forget 
the cruelty to which lakhs of the Bulgarian Musalmans, and ms. thousand 
Musalman women were subjected by a Russian commander during the late Russo- 
Turkish war. Supposing the Turks to have actually committed outrages in 
Armenia, what were their outrages compared with the shocking attrocities per- 
petrated by the Russian Christians upon the Turkish people? 

2. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 25th February says that the Khedive 

ae may be said to be the leader of the rane, ag which 

dei has been recently set on foot against the English- 

loving minister of the Egyptian Government, The ill-feeling towards the 

English residents is so common among the Egyptian Musalmans that it is 

probable that during the next Ramazan there may be a general rising against 
the English people. 


II.—Home. ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


3. The Charu Milur of the 19th February says that Sir Charles Elliott’s 
i a remarks about the police in the Bengal Administra- 
fone es, tiliott's attitude tion Report for 1893-94, leaves no doubt in the mind 
O the police. "ey ° ‘ 
that the police is a creature of the executive. Sir 
Charles has made every effort to increase the powers of the executive, and his 
efforts have been crowned with a large measure of success. This increase of 
the power of the executive is felt every day in the law-courts and throughout 
the country. His Honour’s remark that the village police should be rewarded 
for good service, and should not be ee without careful consideration, 
and that the small percentage of chaukidars rewarded shows that the orders of 
the executive have not in all cases been carried out affords a clear indication 
of the fact that he looks with propitious eyes not only on the police, but on the 
chaukidars as well. 


The police has been always notorious in this country for its oppressions, 


There are not many men of education and character as yet in the lower branch » 


of the police service. Experienced people having the welfare of the country 
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t heart regard a reform of the police as indispensable. It is very surprising 
that the Government and the people should be divided in opinion on oo lees 
tant a question. Many experienced Judges, too, differ from Sir Charles on the 


question of police reform, and these Judges do not know the Bengal: police leag 
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intimately than Sir Charles. Rigorous administration has begun to bear evil fruit 
in the country. It is Government’s imperative duty to check wicked men 
whether they be members of the police service or of the general community, — 

4. The Vikrampur of the 21st February says that the Government of 

ore _ India’s reply to the memorial of the Indian Associa. 

bi yee, Tuestion of natives in the tion, praying for a reconsideration of the Govern- 

ee ment pen fi relating to the recruitment of the higher 

yrades of the police service, practically means that those posts should for the 

present be a monopoly of Europeans. The reply has greatly disappointed the 
native community. 

5. The Sansodhini of the 22nd February says that, within the last four 

months, seven murders have been committed in the 

a minnder cases in the Chittagong Chittagong district. The last case occurred on the 

pawns 16th February last in Chittagong town, near the 

lodgings of Babus Ganganath and Nityananda of the Subordinate Executive 

Service, the victim being one Tilottama Jeleni. It seems all law and order 
have disappeared from the district. 

6. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 22nd February says that at 
Mahestola, in the 24-Parganas district, cattle are 
publicly slaughtered on some open plots of ground 

near the local school-house. As the slaughter 
grounds are near a public road, the attention of passers by is easily directed to 
the operations going onthere. The Magistrate of Alipore is asked to remove 
the slaughter grounds from their present sites. - 

7. A gentleman wanes from ee we Rangpur district in the 
es oe anjivant of the 23rd February says : — 

A hare “a ee die. On the 17th February hase thee was a fracas 
trict. between some constables and the shop-keepers in 
the bazar, and the result of it was that the bazar broke up at once on that day, 
and an old woman was severely hurt. Shortly after a guard at the treasury 
suddenly cried out that four men with firearms had attacked him, and wanted 
the news to be conveyed to the thana. On receiving the news, the daroga of 
the thana with some constables rode to the poerat xt & It is not yet known 
what mystery underlies the affair, but it will certainly be cleared up at the 
investigation. 

On the 19th February, again, which was a market day, some constables 
and lathials armed with clubs ran about the hat; and the shop-keepers being 
frightened, shut up their shops, thereby suffering great loss. | 

8. The same paper says that, according to a correspondent of the Bihar 
An act of high-handedness on Times newspaper, @ man named Rahim Bux, who 
the part of the Inspector of Poiice, had gone out shooting near the Dinapore station 
Dinapore. on the 5th February last, having met Mr. Peterson, 
the Inspector of Police, was asked by that officer to show him his license. 
As soon as he made over his license to the Inspector, the latter put it into his 
own pocket, and also snatched away the gun from Rahim Bux, telling him that 
he would ask the authorities to discontinue his license. The Inspector then 
went away taking with him the things he had captured. Now, what does this 
mean? Was it not sheer zulm, to seize the license and the gun of a man to 
whom a license had been granted by the Magistrate after a proper consideration 
of his circumstances ? | 


9. A correspondent of - a Prakash of the 24th February complains 

"a ee __,. Of police oppression at Palang in the district of 

a Path cerrersion in the district Faridpur Ri the police outpost under it. With 
the help of the police, the zamindars are oppressing 
= and weak talukdars, and their acts of oppression have led to many 
anrays and murders. Many complaints were laid against the police, and in one 
“2 two instances they have been punished. Babu recat 2 Singh, Police 
ra geo of Madaripur, is a very kind-hearted man and shows great indulgence 
oO his subordinates, Under him the practice of taking bribes has become very 


Slaughter grounds at Mahestola 
in the 24-Parganss district. 
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* 


(179 ) 


common amo lice officers at Palang. The other day the Palang police 
committed ioany illegal acts on the occasion of settling the jurisdiction of the 
local panchayet. Under the order of the Magistrate the collecting panchayet 
in a mauza must have five chaukidars under him. The Sripur mauza having 
had five chaukidars no change was needed init. But the Palang police has 
enlarged the circle of the Samantasar mauza by bringing a portion of the 
Sripur mauza under it, and appointed six chaukidars for it. This and similar 
other unlawful changes in the jurisdiction of panchayets have led to great 
difficulty in the collection of the chaukidari cess, The authorities are asked to 


enquire into these matters. 


(6) —Working of the Courts. 


10. The Uchit Vakta of the 16th February says that a certain European 
youth while sporting with a gun near Chanderna- 
gore shot a native boy. The Magistrate of Hooghly, 
who investigated the case, reported it to be a mere accident. At Sealkote two 
European’ soldiers kicked another European soldier so violently that the latter 
died on the spot. The offenders in this case have been arrested and their trial 
is going on. Itis clear, therefore, that it was ill-feeling which induced the 
Magistrate who tried the first case to discharge the wrong doer. 


11. The Charu Mihir, of the 19th February, quotes the following remarks 
ie | from a judgment passed by Mr. Radice in a criminal 
essrs. Radice and Karle. case:— ! 

‘Moreover, if a little compulsion of this kind were not brought to bear 
when the occasion serves, the work of our police would soon come to a stand- 
still. We are all of us in the daily habit of committing trivial offences of 
this sort. We offend when we abuse a servant, we offend when we are in 
camp, and our servants compel the local milkman who refuses to sell his milk 


A shooting case near Hooghly. 


out of sheer contrariness to part with the milk in exchange for pice. The 


police have constantly to deal with blackguards. It would be impossible 
to get on with their work if they are to treat them strictly as if they were 
honest gentlemen.” 


In this passage Mr Radice has painted a picture of the Civilians in very 
dark colours, and it is not known whether his brother Civilians will be 
delighted to see the picture he has thus drawn of them. Be that as it may, 
these remarks cannot fail to encourge the police in their oppressive proceedings, 
Everybody will see how improper it must be to entrust a man, who holds views 
like the above, with the decision of a case against the police, and it is not easy 
to understand why even, after the expression of views like the above, Mr. Earle 
does not put a stop to the trial of cases in this spirit. 


The writer also blames Mr. Earle, on the authority of the District Judge, 
Mr. Harding, for having transferred a case from the file of the Deputy 
Magistrate of T'angail to that of Mr. Radice, without recording his reasons for 
such transfer as required by section 528 of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
The object of that section is to provide against an arbi transfer of cases, 
and by not complying with its provisions. Mr. Earle has done a very wrong 
thing. It is hoped that henceforward Mr. Earle will give up his present 
manner of proceeding and show proper respect for the law. , 


12. The Sahachar, of the 20th February, refers to Sir Charles Elliott's 
_ Mufassal tours of Magistrates. —S ™ arts pore ae, ee © 

In the course of the reply, the Lieutenant-Governor has roundly abused 
the native press for their alleged spiteful remarks on the magisterial practice of 
touring in the mufassal. Now, no one denies that these tours do much good by 
making it possible for poor people to seek and obtain redress for their wrongs 
at the hands of the authorities, but the harm which they cause more than 
counterbalances the good. In the first place, the Magistrates, while on tour, 
have to dispose of part-heard cases, and this takes up so much of their time, 
that they cannot regularly attend to the complaints of the poor. In the 
second place, as the Magistrate is constantly touring from place to place, the 
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wr man, who is so fortunate as to attract his notice, must follow him whereve, — 


e goes in order to obtain justice. But his poverty often prevents him from 


doing this, and so, after following the Magistrate for a day or two, he 


enerally gives up his suit in despair. In the third place, the unfortunate 
itigants who have to follow the Magistrate from the sadar station are put to 
endless trouble and expense by being required to put up with their lega} 
advisers in places where neithér food nor lodging can be often had. It often 
happens that pleaders and mukhtars refuse to follow their clients from place 6 
lace in mid-winter, and their clients are therefore obliged to forego their rightg, 

any of them fall ill through exposure and other hardships incidental to 
a journey in the mufassal in the cold weather. To these drawbacks must be 
added the petty acts of oppression which are committed in poor villages by the 
many followers of the Magistrates. 


13. The Hitavadi of the 22nd February has the following about the 
Natore case :— 

The Natore case. 

laint was first brought, neither the Deputy Magistrate, nor the District 
Magistrate, nor any other Magistrate took down the depositions of the ¢om- 
plainant. The incident related by ‘the complainant happened on the 28th 

une last, but his depositions were not taken by a Magistrate before the 
20th July. Delay of this nature marked the case in all its stages. Again, 
the investigation in the Raja’s house, the permission to arrest the Raja, the 
expression of opinion by the Magistrate that the Raja might be treated in 
jail for his illness, and a thousand other incidents preceding the trial, show that 
@ serious conspiracy was set on foot against the Raja, and that a good many 
men of position and ae were implicated in that conspiracy. The 
High Court has believed the story of the prosecution and upheld the sentence 
of imprisonment passed on the unfortunate Mathura Nath Pal. But the writer 
does not believe that story, and thinks that what really happened has been told 
neither by the complainant nor by the defendant, and that the case was the 
result of a conspirac fe the Raja among his enemies. It is a pity that 
poor Mathura Nath should undergo imprisonment in consequence of this con- 
spiracy.. No one would have heard of the case if there had not been dissen- 
sions. in the Nator Raj family. As neither party thought it prudent to give 
out the true facts of the case, there was delay in every stage of it. The High 
Court’s decision in this case does not therefore commend itself to the writer, 
who thinks that it would have. been better if the case had been tried by a 
Sancho Panza or some one like him. 


14. The Sudhakar of the 22nd February says that some forty or fifty 
as | years ago the Musalmans occupied most judicial 

Pa nc rg claim to High Court postsin the country as Sadar Amins, Principal Sadar 
| -Amins, and Kazis. But unfortunately they have 
since lost all share in the judicial administration either because Govern- 
ment distrusts their judicial ability, or because it loves the Hindus more than 
it loves them. It was not quite so bad for the Musalmans, however, in the 
time of that impartial Viceroy, Lord Ripon. He was convinced that in judicial 
ability the Musalmans were not inferior to the Hindus, and he° appointed 
Mr. Mahmud to a Judgeship of the Allahabad High Court. In thetime of Lord 
Dufferin, Mr. Ameer Ali was appointed to be a Judge of the Calcutta High 
Court. ‘The Musalmans were reassured by these two appointments, and were 
thankful to Government. But it was not long before the Musalmans were again 
doomed to disappointment. After serving Government with great ability for a 
number of years, Mr. Mahmud retired, and in spite of the prayers of the 
Muhammadan community to give his post to a Muhammadan, Government 
appointed a Hindu to his seat in the Allahabad High Court. The Musalmans 
have thus lost one High Court Judgeship. They hope, however, that Govern- 
ment will not turn a deaf ear to their prayer for the appointment of a Muham- 
madan lawyer in the place of Mr. Justice Ameer Ali when he will go on leave. 
They make this prayer, because they desire to see the post of Mr. Ameer Ali 
filled by a Muhammadan when that gentleman retires from service. There are 


many competent Muhammadan lawyers in the High Court Bar, and:.Govern- 
ment can choose from among them. 


It is a matter of surprise that, when the com- 
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15. The same paper says that, according to the Tripura Prakash, the 


ressure of work in the Court of the Second Subor- 
of oe aewat trent Bb "tales tinie Judge of Comilla causes great inconvenience 


of Comilla. not only to the Judge, but also to the parties an 


all the courts? 
cae i The Dacca Prakash of the 24th February refers to the High Court's 
decision in the Nator case and says:—- ) 

The High Court's decision in While believing in the truth of Dr. Ganga 
pestsepser tors Govinda’s story, the Hon’ble Judges of the High 
Court have acquitted the Raja, thinking that the case against him has not been 
satisfactorily proved. Now, although it is difficult to believe that the prosecutor 
has told a false story, it should be borne in mind that the Raja has.a strong 
hostile party in and about Nator, and the case ma have been got up at their 
instigation. Thus it would have been better if the J udges had not ex ressed. 
themselves so unqualifiedly about the Raja’s guilt, and had b their 
decision not on the fact of the insufficiency of the evidence adduced against 
the Raja, but on the probability of the prosecutor’s story being false. 
17%. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 27th February says that in 

ene 1884 Sir Rivers Thompson proposed to introduce the 
Extension of the jury sy* jury system into the Midnapore, Rajshahi, Mymen- 
— 7 singh, Chittagong, Rangpur, Cuttack and Jessore 
districts, but had to give up the proposal on representations having been made 
by the Magistrates of those districts that a sufficient number of persons 
competent to serve as Jurors would not be found there. But this was ten years 
ago, and these districts, which can furnish two assessors, for every case which 
requires to be tried with the aid of assessors, can ed soy | furnish three jurors 
(the lowest number of which a jury can consist under the law) for every case 
which should be tried by jury. Itis not to be expected, however, that Sir 
Charles Elliott, who laid the axe at the root of the jury system, will do anything 


DaInNIK-0-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK4, 


Feb. 27th, 1896. 


to extend it to those districts of eng in which it does not now exist. But - 


this may be hoped from both Sir Alexander Mackenzie and Sir Antony Mac- 
Donnell, one of whom is most likely to succeed Sir Charles Elliott as Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. To suppose them devoid of the liberality of view which 
was shown even by Sir Rivers Thompson would be to do great injustice both 
to their discrimination and to their character. Again, the jury system is no 
exotic in this country, itis an aigencet growth, as will appear from the sage 
Yajnavalkya’s rules relating to the duties and procedure of jurors. It is there- 


fore desirable that an agitation should be made for the extension of the jury — 


system to some of the remaining districts of Bengal, if not to all of them. 


The Nator case clearly demonstrates the necessity of introducing jury. 


trial into Rajshahi and other districts. If that case had been tried by jurors 
instead of assessors, and if the jurors had unanimously pronounced the Raja and 
his amla innocent (as they would certainly have done), the Sessions Judge could 


not have inflicted any punishment upon them. He could at most have referred 


the case to the High Court. But the High Court does not set aside the 
unanimous verdict of a fury It is therefore clear that if the Raja had been 
iy by a jury, he would have 

sulfer. | 


(d)— Education. 


18. Al Punch of the Baa J ener complains of the severity of the 
oorkee College examination, which causes the 
Roorkee Collage, ™* ™ te failure of the Muhammadan candidates. It also 


complains of the rigour of the College rules which 
revent Muhammadan youths from getting admittance to the examination in 


arger numbers. This isthe reason why the number of Muhammadan candi- 


a passing the Roorkee College examination is smaller than that of the 
indus. 


19, The Murshidabad Hitaisht of the 20th February has received a letter 

A charge’ against a female CONdemning the character of a female student of 

sindent et the Patna Temple the Patna Temple Medical School, and asks the 
cal Schooi. authorities to enquire into the truth of the charge, 


been saved the harassment which he has had to 


At PuNoH, 
Jan. 24th, 1895. 


MURSHIDABAD 
HiralsHi, 


Feb. 20th 1895, 


¥ 1 ee hee a TA Ba : 
; Ok] We Amt a} Bare tly 
e os A , eee Me gle : No y , 
a Se here Nokia % Dh eat fl 7, 
7 ay is ra oe grey Yaie2 d, wee “a fins P : 
PPR TINS OP ee A a 
: . GS TS a om j 


HiTavadl, 
Feb, 22nd, 1806 


HITAVADI, 
Feb, 22nd, 1895, 
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20. The Hitavadi of the 22nd February refers to the Suanytvani nows. 
paper’s criticisms i connection with the lists of 
The list of toxi-books for text-books for Entrance schools issued by Rei 
— Radhika Prasanna Mukherji Bahadur and Babu Dj 


Nath Sen, and observes as follows:— 


Though Dr. Martin prepared lists like those prepared by Radhika Batu: 
and though his lists were issued in the month of June last and sent: to 107 
schools under him, the Sanjwant professes to have been unaware of them, and to 
have for that reason said nothing about them. But considering that the Bditer 
of the Sanjtwani looked upon Mr. Bellasa god, one can very well imagine 
what his feelings are likely to be towards Dr. Martin, who is shortly to become 
Director of Pablic Instruction. As Dina Babu and Radhika Babu are B 
they are fit subjects of the Editor’s abuse; and this is acting on the principle 

uality, which is the editor’s motto. As tothe question whether Inspectors 
of Schools should be allowed to select text-books for high schools, it should be 
stated that so long as the task is not taken in hand by the Central Text-Book 
Committee, so long it should be left to be done by the Inspectors of Schools, 
It is likely that many authors suffer pecuniary loss in consequence of this 
arrangement, but it is better that a hundred authors should be losers than that 
bad text-books should be placed in the hands of evenasingle boy. It is 
generally seen that in schools unconnected with Government bad text-books are 
often selected by head-masters, and this justifies the action of the authorities 
im leaving the work of selection in the hands of Inspectors in the case of Gov- 
ernment and aided schools. | | 

21. The Mitavadi of the 22nd February has the following :— 
i be late nue “A bin t- gg _ ™. —_ 
The retirement of Mahamaho- syeceeded in the Principalship of the Sanskr 
roe a Haga areca ws College — late Ska Praccien Kumar Sarva- 

| idhikari. The prestige and importance of the ‘insti- 
tution did not suffer by the change, and it remained unimparred so long, ‘at 
least, as Babu Prasanna Kumar was able to exercise his independent judgment 
and act as he thought best.. The decline of the College may be said to have 
set in from the day on which he commenced to be guided by the advice of Pandit 
Nyayaratna, and allowed himself to be made a are in bis hands. What 
wonder that the man whose magie and charms have he the world spell-bound 
was able to please Prasanna by his tact. : 

The professorships in the College now one by ‘one began ‘to fall vacant, 
and that meant gradual promotion for Nyayaratna. The retirement of Bharat 
Chandra Siromani created & vacancy in the chair of Smriti, and N dtrta 
was appointed to the yacant chair. Prem Chand Tarkavagis retired next, 
and the professorship of rhetoric rendered vacant by his retirement was confer- 
red on Nyayaratna. The latter thus gradually came to fill the senior professor- 
ships of poetry and philosophy. The Som Prakas of that time ‘strongly 

rotested against this undeserved promoticn. But the protest was unheeded by 
abu Prasanna Kumar. For, “what can the snake charmer, aye, even his 
father, do for the man who ‘is bitten by the poisonous cobra?” 

It was thus that Pandit Nyayaratna went on monopolising all fhe highest 
offices in the Sanskrit College and augmenting his emoluments. The -autho- 
rities, however, perceived at length that it was impossible for one Nyayaratns 
to do all the work, and the result was that some:pandits on small ies was 
appointed to the College. 

The quality of Fhe ‘education imparted to the pupils ‘began to deteriorate, 
and public confidence in the College ‘as the highest and most efficient institu- 
tion for teaching Sanskrit ‘was shaken. If truth must be told on all occasions, 
if there be no objection to indulge in some plain speaking about Nyayaratna 
on the eve of his retirement from office, we must'say that the Pandit has never 
enjoyed the reputation of being a profound scholar either in Hindu _philo- 
sophy or Hindu law. Hence it was-that students never-cared to learn those sub- 
= from him. It must be nevertheless admitted that, with the exception ‘of 

andits Dwarka Nath Vidyabhusan and Ramama Kaviratna, both since dead, 
Nyayaratna was the ablest man in the Sanskrit College.at that time. 

___ The promotion of Nyayaratna would not have been open to much objec- 

tion if poetry and rhetoric were all the ‘subjects which the College had to 
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teach. But such was not the case. The number of students now began to 


ff. a hb cay now endeavoured to extend his influetice im other 
Sreiticas Heb to pay court to the Officials, broug t about the transfer 


of Babu Prasmam meme sd ean re Colle “a poor nay domes ~ 

incipal of the Sanskrit College. sanna Kumar erved and 
ico ed by the bite of the pomctiot snake which he had placed on his lap and 
ultmately died | nie 


a, feeling of keen regret. : ; a Sa 
The extremely injurious arrangements which be imaugurated under the 
of Prasanna Babu were given full effect to during his own incum- 


oo is t, true to his name, Mahes (the god Mahes or Siva, who is the 


destroying principle of the Hindu triad,) gave full scope to his power of 
destruction. ; 
Formerly students in the Sanskrit College in a manner finished them 
study of poetry, drama, and rhetoric by the time they got their promotion to the 
third class. In those days they used to have their fill of Kalidas and Bhavabhuti. 
T wore next treated to the wisdom of the Hindu lawgivers, and last to 
the keen speculations of the Himdu philosophers. But all that has now been 
changed. Nyayaratna’s “ Gadya-samgraha” (Prose: ation), a book bristling 
with errors, has taken the place of : mvari and “ Padya-sengraha”’ (Poeti- 
cal compilation) by the same author has banished Kalidas from the precincts 
of the College. Could there be a deeper fall for the Sanskrit College? The 
country must be really in asorry plight in which even a great man hike the 
Mahamahopadyaya was not ashamed to do such things for greed of money. 
Nyayaratna did not enjoy the reputation for scholarship which was 
enjoyed by his predecessors in office, nor has he like the other Mahamaho- 
padhyayas written any works containing evidence of his learmmg. His com- 
mentary on the Kavya Prakas is only an abstract of the old commentaries on 
the work. Of course, it cannot be said that he has displayed no scholarship 
in that work of his, but he has'been able to show nothing which may be 
- expected or would -be worthy of a Mahamahopadhyaya. ‘The scholarship 
_ displayed by him in editing the “‘Pravesika” is known all over the-country ; 
and so we need not refer to the matter at all. 
We cannot, of course, compare Nyayaratna with Jaynarayan Tarka- 
peothanen, Bharat ‘Chandra Siromani, Tara Nath Tarkavachaspati, and others 
ike them in learning’; but we must give him the foremost place among the 
professors of the Gollege for his common sense and acuiekins of wordly 
matters. It is doubtful whether even the sage Brihaspati (the preceptor of the 
gods) enjoyed in Indra's Court the honours which he a gained at the hands of 
Government by his sense and intelligence. In the opinion of the officialg, 
Nyayaratna is as resourceful as Chanakya, as learned as Brihaspati, as _sxichly 
endowed with the gift of poetry as Kalidas, and ‘as profoundly wise-as Vedavyas. 
Certainly this isno small good fortune. 
The secret of all this good fortune is however one which does not 
commend itself to many. These menisay:—“‘Fie upon the official :position, 
however high, and praise in the official gazette of the man who was.not ashamed 
to worship-the feet of Sir Ashley Eden with bael leaves and Ganges water: 


who, with a view of pleasing the European merchants, could express‘the opmion * 


that the Hindu religious festivals and celebrations possess no importance what- 
ever; who was not im the least:sorry to wound the feelings of native clerks; 
and who for the purpose of pleasing Mr. Brown, endeavoured o secure the 
abolition of the evanagari and other native character, and the introduction 
in Sanskritand Bengali books ef the Roman character in its place!” 

_. What shall we say to this? ‘Verily, different men think and feel 
differently.” : 

22. The Saraswat Patra of the 23rd Febr has the following :— 

Retirement of |§Mahamaho- Government, which can fully a preciate ‘the 
padhyaya Mahesa Chandra Nyay- good. qualities of @ man, could not have spoken 
wena more highly of Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesa 


SaRaswat Parra, 


Feb, 28rd, 1895, 


as sah CR he Ages i i-inr Rah No aay eh he 
ot ‘ — tris em oe, hd a, I SR ONS BE SE ee ae Ten We 
Cy. hig Kyl oy Me eee ee SE GA LEPTIN Cds? ee 
OPO Te aes ee ee aes 
4% 


Sanaswat PaTRa, 
Feb. 23rd, 1895. 


SANJIVANI, 
Feb. 28rd, 1895. 


BanGavasl, 
Feb. 28rd, 1896. 


DARSAE, 
- Feb. 24th, 1896, 
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Chandra Nyayaratna, versed as he is in various sasiras and graced with 
many go y lities , than it has done in its recent notification in the Calcuttg 
Gazette. Indeed, it scarcely falls to the lot of a man to be praised so highly by 
Government. The eulo wed upon the pandit clearly shows in what regar 
he has been all along held by Government. But todo justice to him, it must 
be said that he has earned the respect not only of Government, but of his 
countrymen as well. It is to be hoped that his pupils in the Sanskrit College 
will combine with the public in general todo honour to a man whose career 
has been so successful ty taking steps to perpetuate his memory. es 
23. The same paper says that, though Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesa ~ 
Mahamabopadhyaya § Mahesa Deomgere zs y® atk the yong see the ane 
. ‘to ip of the Sanskrit College, Government should 
ar i ane ieee roqeeat him to continue his services to the cause of 
tol education for some years more. The system of holding éo/ examinations, 
and awarding stipends and scholarships on their results, is a system of recent. 
introduction, and is not yet working smoothly and efficiently in all parts of the 
province, owing, mainly, to the inability of the tol pandits to understand, apply 
and enforce the rules which have been made in connection with it. In order, 
therefore, to make the system a greater success, it is necessary that a learned 
pandit like the Mahamahopadhyaya, who is in fact its real originator, should 
guide it for some time yet, especially as no one else has shown so much and 
such untiring zeal in improving the condition of the ¢o/s, and of the professors 
of Sanskrit learning, as the Mahamahopadhyaya. 


24. The Sanjivani of the 23rd February says that, though Government is 

: withdrawing its aid from Government schools and 

en Pemn and Kurasian educa- Colleges intended for the higher education of the 

native youth, and is throwing the burden of the 

lower education of the natives on Local Self-Government bodies, it is not spar- 

ing of money, even at such a time of financial difficulty, in se Mowe for the . 

education of Europeans and Eurasians. A Committee, with Sir Alfred Croft 

as its President, has commenced its sittings in Calcutta with the object of deter- 
mining what steps should be taken to facilitate the education of the latter. 


25. The Bangavasi of the 23rd February has the following :-— 

~ Be ae ee The slaughter of innocents by the Calcutta 
‘ae University has commenced. There have been the 
usual irregularities in the questions for the 

Entrance examination. The object of an examination is to see whether the 
candidates have read the appointed text-books thoroughly. Why then so many 
questions in relation to grammatical intracacies? Some of the questions were 
put clearly with the object of puzzling the boys. Was it proper, for instance, 


to ask the boys questions which will probably be somewhat hard even for v 


learned men? T'he questions in geometry were framed in a very round- 
about manner. The Examiner in this subject probably wanted the boys to be 
as learned as himself. But was he himself as learned when he matriculated 
asheis now? The Bengali of the passages which were set for translation 
into English will be put to shame by even the Bengali versions of the Bible. The 
questions in history were too many. Such irregularities happen only because 
inexperienced and incompetent men are appointed as Examiners. 


26. The Darsak of S 7 vrei says that Messrs. Rowe and 
eseale : ebb’s English Grammar, Mr. R. C. Dutt’s Histo 
Fl a in the prices of certain 4¢ India. the Calcutta University Entrance Couns 


for 1896, Hall and Stevens’ Geometry, and. 
Mr. Clarke’s Geography, text-books appointed for the Entrance Examination, 


are all being sold at the bazar at — higher than those respectively 
assigned to the books. If behoves the Educational authorities to enquire into 


the matter, as the increase in the prices is causing much hardship to boys and 


guardians, 


27. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th February has read 


with pleasure the praise which has been bestowed 
Chanda Noster? . am 24 Government upon Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesa 


andra N : 
a special pension is allowed to him. yay aratna, and will be still more glad if 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 
98. The Sansodhini of the 92nd February has the following English 


article :-— | eat ce cE ny | 
The Chittagong District Board “We have from time to time discussed: in ~ 
eT these columns the in1 oe of entertaining a lady 


doctor in the Municipality out of the District Fund. We have so long ‘cried in 
the ar? Pacey Since ia uestion of removing the quarters of the lady 


doctor to the upper story of the Mu nicipal Hospital and stopping her convey- 


ance allowance, is exercising the minds of the public, we take this 


_ Opportunity 
to make a few observations on it, At the me of the 7th January, 1895 
on the ‘imotidn of Babu Nityananda Roy, seconded by Babu Kanta Prasad 


* 


Hazari, it was resolved that the lady doctor should remove her quarters to the : 


story of the Municipal Hospital, and from the savings of Rs, 70 thus to 
bey affected , Ks. 25 be allowed i contribution to the Municipal Ho ital. 
Babu Khirod Chandra Das and Maulvi Abul Hossain, Keramat-ali Chaudhuri 
and Ezral Hug voted for it, making a majority of six against three, the Vice- 
Chairman, Messrs. Mackenzie and Burnell, the Chairman and the Deputy 
Collector in charge of Road Cess withholding votes. Under: the rules framed 
for the conduct of business of the Board, a question finally disposed of cannot 
be reconsidered within six months, unless there is a written requisition from 
two-thirds of the members. Still the question was raised only on a letter from 
the Commissioner without any requisition whatever at a meeting of the 4th 
February. The Anglo-Indian members mustered strong on the occasion, and 
lent the whole weight of their influence in favour of reconsidering the resolution 
of the last meeting, and they with the Vice-Chairman voted solid, but they 
could not bring over two-thirds even of the members present to their side, and 
score a victory over the Bengali members, though by a wilfully false inter- 
pretation of the rule, which requires a requisition by two-thirds of the members 
of the Board. ; | | phe 
Before dealing with the question of the house it would be well to say a few 
words relative to the appointment of the lady doctor. In 1890 Miss G. F. 
Pereira was appointed by the District Board on a monthly salary of Rs. 100. 
Besides the salary, it was decided that she should be allowed a well-furnished 
house, and conveyance allowance at abot Rs. 30 a month. It should be borne 
in mind that there was no house accommodation available for her, either within 
the hospital compound or near it. The District Board had no other alternative 
than to pay the conveyance allowance to attend the hospital. The conveyance 
allowance was never intended as an additional remuneration to her salary for 
her outdoor practice, as she was free to make her arrangements with regard to 
the latter. Now, our readers are not unaware that her charges for mufassal 
and town are Rs. 32, exclusive of conveyance, and Rs. 8, respectively. ‘The 
charge is a forbidding one, and poor Chittagong can ill afford to pay for her. 
Now let us see what Miss Pereira costs us— 


Rs. 

Salary am re ..- 100 
House-rent ee0 eee ee6 40 
Conveyance allowance ... on vie ae 
Female attendant “ we ade 6 
Total ee 176 


per month, or Rs. 2,112 a year. 


She had the special good fortune of having a free e from the Board 
at the time of her joining the service. And the Board paid her house-rent and 
conveyance allowance when even she was on leave for three months. cae 

In passing, we beg to remark why the District Board has been so generous 
to Miss Pereira with the money of the people. Why is such a large amount 
annually spent by the District Board to keep Miss Pereira? She has-been in 
service for more than six years, and we ask her supporters and’ friends whether 
it. 18 not a notorious fact that she has failed to establish her reputation as an 
obstetrician, And we all know we could secure at such a sum, services of ladies 
far better qualified than Miss Pereira. | 


HitavaDi, 
Feb. 22nd, 1895. 


if there are any, absolutely requires that she should live in the hospital 
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Now we shall consider all the objections that have been taken to the 
removal of her quarters to the upper story of the Municipal Hospital. First of 
all, her supporters say that it will not suit her rank and position to live in the © 

per story of the hospital, More puerile objection cannot be conceived, Do 
th y forget that those quarters had been occupied by many successive doctor - 
and their families who were far above her, } saarraay ? Tfsheisa lady of rank 
and. honour and thinks it beneath her dignity to live there, then the District 
Board. of Chittagong will be very glad to get rid of her, as the poor people of 
Chittagong cannot afford to pay for the luxury of keeping her. Another 
gbjection that is taken is that no zanana lady who visits her now at her . 
private residence will like to see her over the Municipal Hospital. We have 
not known or heard of any lady from zananas visiting her for medical. advi; 
and we know that a few Cae ba to her to exchange visits; and we can assure 


her that none would miud, if she at. all cares to go to her, whether Miss Pereita 
lives at a private place or over the hospital; and in fact, the families of all th 
doctors who had been living there had bad visits from the respectable ladies 
the town far more than she can dream of. The interest of the indoor patients 
compound, or as near the hospital “as possible, and conveyance allowance igs 
unnecessary. We have to weigh the soundness of another objection—whether 
Miss Pereira should be lowed her conveyance allowance for facilitating her 
outdoor practice. We have discussed her terms with the District Board and 
have shown that she is not entitled to the allowance. Now let us look at it 
from another point—her usefulness as a zanana visitant. Here, too, her claims 
rest on no better grounds. By the rate fixed by her she is at liberty to charge 
marry, hire on those who require her;services at their houses. The District 
B d.cannot pay for her gharry hire because she requires a gharry for visiting | 
her friends oa king evening air. The mere fact that the Indian members in 
a body with the solitary exception of Rai K. C. Das Bahadur, who voted with 
his official superior and therefore whose vote counts for nothing, are against 
these allowances, prove to a demonstration that the community of which they 
are practically the spokesmen, is not at all satisfied with her services. The 
persistent efforts that dre being made at three successive meetings of the Board 
to stultify the resolution passed on the motion of Babu Nityananda Roy lend 
countenance to the accusation that has been made in the columns of the Indian 
Press, in connection with the establishment of the Zanana Hospitals, that what- 
ever welfare of the Indian community the promoters of these institutions had 
at heart, their one object has been to provide situations for European and 
Eurasian ladies. In the space allotted to us we have tried to show (1) that 
Miss Pereira has failed to establish her reputation as an obstetrician; 2) she 
should live within the hospital compound; (3) she is not entitled to any 
iage allowance. In fact, the arrangements made for her had been far 
above her qualifications, and she is far below the needs of the country. When 
the mufassal contributes to the expenses, may we ask how many calls has 
Miss Pereira received from it? 
In our next issue we propose to discuss the rates of pay allowed by the 
Chittagong District Board in comparison with those of other Boards, and to 
show how advantageously her place may be filled by a skilled midwife.” 


(9)—Ratloays and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


29. The Hitavadt of the 22nd February thanks the Agent of the East 
Indian Railway line for attending more than once 
a aero? .. oppeension at the to cases of oppression reported in this. paper a8 
* ecole oe having been committed onthe line, and hopes that 
he = : enquire into two other cases which have been reported bya corre- 
spondent, —_ | 
The railway officers employed at the Hattras junction station have become 
very oppressive of late. A ticket collector, Jogendra Nath Ghosh, by name, 
twice committed criminal assaults on female passengers, and though the police 
reported the matter to the authorities, no punishment was inflicted .on. him. 
Recently, Babu Damodar Das Kshatri was living with his family in a. serail at 
the Hattras station, One day as he was conversing with the station master, the 


assistant station master, Mr. Mahammad Masim, attacked his wife and tried to 
violate har chastity. Damodar Babu reported to the station master, Mr, Watts, 
who.on: hearing his story, said that he could not enquire into the matter unless 
he was shown the marks or scratches on the lady’s breast! It is now for:the 


authorities to consider whether such a man is fit to hold the office of a railway 
station master, be the ee 

30. A correspondent of the same paper says that there are some shunting 

; lines.near the Sonarpur _- n station on southern 

A, railway compleiny, section of the Eastern Bengal Railway line, which 

cross. the public. road: between Nawapura and Kumrabag; and as trains are 


frequently shunted: and goods’ carriages are allowed to stand on the lines, the 


obstruction causes. serious. inconvenience to the people of the locality. 
Their prayer for a bridge-over this poe of the road has-.not been: attended to. 
There is a good tank on the south of the railroad, snda large number of women 
come every day to take its water. But they have now to wait near the railway 
road for nearly two hours before they are allowed to cross it. Under instruc- 
tions from the new assistant station master, those trying to cross the road before 
the regulation time for waiting, are insylted by pomtsmen. 
31. The Sudhakar of the 22nd February has not been satisfied with the 
replies given to the questions put in the Supreme 
a ae ee of (Council by Prince Sir Jehan Kadr regarding the 
ee wants and comforts of third class railway pas- 


sengers. It is clear that Government failed to realize the importance of the 


questions. In answer to the first question, it said that the subject of the 
overcrowding of third class railway carriages was under the consideration of 
Government. But one wonders how long Government will take to decide a 


simple question like this. A glance at a third class railway crammed 
three or four times full, is enough to convince anybody of the hardships of 


third class passengers. In fact, the overcrowding in the hottest months of the 
year-often reminds one of the horrors of the black hole. ’ 

In its answer to the second question, Government has refused to.do any- 
thing by way of providing latrine accommodation in third class i 
This reply shows that not only the railway authorities, but Government, too, 
refuses to look upon third class passengers as human beings. It is true there 
are latrines in all railway stations, but their exposed condition and the short 
intervals for which trains stop at: most stations make it impossible for passengers, 
specially female passengers, to make. use of them. e answer to the last 
question has really surprised the writer. He can positively affirm that there is 
not at present‘a sufficiency of waiting-rooms for native female passengers on 
Indian railways, and that they cannot now travel by rail with,a sense of perfect 
safety. These two matters ought therefore to receive the earnest attention 


of Government. It will not do to leave them in the hands of the Railway 


authorities, who have hitherto done little to remove the inconveniences. | 


32. The Sanjivans of the 23rd February says that. the road from Ele 

. _ to Nagarbasi in the Tangail isub-division of the 

sri; Pond in the Mymensingh dis- Mymensingh district, which was constructed eight. 
or nine years ago, has not been since repaired, and. 
is now in & most dilapidated condition, so that from the beginning of the rainy, 
season till the middle of winter it is hardly passable. It is hoped that the Local 
Board will spend some money and repair such an important road. Se ake 


(1)— General, 


oo. The Aitavadi of the.22nd: Fe refers to the wee wpe for the 

ting of shooting passes to soldiers which have 

B... rules for granting shooting issued by thee Commander-in-Chief, and says 

"i ie ___ that these rules will immensely benefit the people of 

pod pty” The killing of poor natives by English soldiers does not bring: 
credit on British. rule, whilst any anxiety of the rulers to protect the life'an 


property of their subjects strengthens the tie that exists between them, The 


writer 1s glad. that even the Pioneer has a 
their object the protection of the lives of 
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roved ofthe rules.which have-for 
. Mack natives, and it is a fortunate 
circumstance that even that paper has realised the unwisdom of letting armed, 
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dranken soldiers loose among the people of the country. The Commander-in. 
Chief is thanked for having issued the rules, and for the assurance he has given 
that he will, if necessary, put a stop to the practice of granting shooting passes 
altogether—an assurance which was never given by any previous Commander. 
in-Chief. | | 

> 34. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 25th February has the fol- 


; lowing :— 
Question of 8 cistileny  . The distillery at a aoe was for a lon 
——— time leased to one Gopilal. The District Magis- 
trate wants to lease it to Mr. Watling for Rs. 26,500, although Gopilal 
has offered Rs. 28,500. The Cantonment Magistrate is for granting the 
lease to Gopilal in preference to Mr. Watling who contemplates eal his 
distillery in an improper = Mr. Gupta, who has received an application 
from Gopilal, is asked to dispose of it in a proper manner. | 


III.—LEGIsLATIVE. 


35. The Hitavadi of the 22nd February has the following in connection 
with the Lepers Bill :— 

an eee a There is nothing in the Bill which justifies the 

fears which are entertained in certain quarters in regard to some of its provi- 

sions. It provides for the segregation and detention only of pauper lepers, 


of men, that is, who are objects of pity and whose detention in an asylum igs 
up 


required in the interest of society. prans that leprosy is not contagious, 
a consideration for the feelings of the public requires that lepers should not be 
allowed to roam freely, handling articles of food and drink in the bazars. If it 
be undesirable to restrain the liberty of lepers, is it not also undesirable to do 
violence to the feelings of the publie by allowing lepers to mix freely with 
them? ‘There is nothing thereforein the Bill which can be justly taken excep- 
tion to. 
36. The same paper refers to the Police Act Amendment Bill and observes 
as follows:— : 
Government says that the Select Committee's 
amendments have made the Bill almost identical 
with the law of England on the subject. But this means that there is some 
difference, however slight, between the two, and it is perhaps this difference — 
which has given rise to hostile criticism against the measure. Again, as 
the Bill does not define the expression ‘in disturbed or dangerous condition,’ 
as applied to a locality, there is absolutely no means of knowing when a locality 
is to be regarded as being in that condition. The Bill also makes it lawful to 
quarter rere) gene for the conduct of a single individual, and this is not 
as it should be. e writer wishes that these points may be considered before 
the Bill is passed into law. 
37. The same paper takes exception to the power of arresting without 
ii es co warrant, which the Calcutta and Suburban Police 
PS a pay ome al Acts Amendment Bill proposes to give to police 
officers, In England, Miss Cass was arrested by 
mistake, and what happened there through mistake will happen in this country 
from deliberate intention. The passing of the Bill will give police officers an 
opportunity of making money by oppressing prostitutes and their touts. It is 
lr ini to confer the new power on policemen of higher rank than constables, 
ut superior rank does not necessarily make police officers honest. Again, 
though constables will not be able to arrest, they will report to their superiors 
those whom they wish to be arrested, and will get them arrested eventually. 
The passing of this Bill will lead to much oppression. 
8. Referring to the Police Act Amendment Bill the Bangavdst of the 


ree ., 3rd February says that it is known to everybody 
Jere tt Amendment Bill. ho incurred the tbl displeasure of ag bo 
rities in connection with the Hindu-Musalman riots in Bihar and the North- 
Western Provinces, and what a large number of people were proceeded against 
criminally. But the existence of Judges like Mr. Jacob of Poona having 
rendered it impossible to get all these men punished, the authorities propose to 


The Police Act Amendment 
Bill. 


have men implicated in riots punished by Magistrates without a tnal. This 
seems to be the main object of the Bill, ce talukdars, and other people 


sours 
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having interest in land, are being made liable to the cost of the additional police, | 


because Sir Charles Crosthwaite strongly suspected the zamindars of Balia and 
Azamgarh of complicity in the riots which occurred in,.those places, and 
vented his displeasure ma them. These people will have to pay the cost 
even if they do not reside in the places where riots or disturbances occur or 
oe a 4 > aa 181 equiring every processi ion or musical 
The Bill also contains a provision req | 
in the mufassal, dete 40 pass through public streets, to take out a license 
from the police, and if any such part fail to take out a license they will be 
punished. This provision will enable the police to interfere very often with the 
musical processions of the Hindus. : Roses a ae | 
The European members of the Select Committee, to which the Bill was 
referred, made some verbal alterations in it, they made no substantial alteration. 
The Viceroy will extend the amended law to the province to which he thinks 
best to apply it; the Government of the ee to which it is applied will 
make the necessary rules under it, and the Magistrates, with the sanction of the 
local Government, will levy damages and the cost of the additional police. 
These are considered to be safeguards, but they are not of any importance 
whatever, and they will not make the opportunities for committing oppression 
under colour of the proposed law fewer. Virtually, the Magistrates will exercise 
all the powers under the new law, and Magistrates are, as a rule, guided by the 
police. The whole country, therefore, objects to the passing of the Bill. Its 
object may be good, but in its operation it will be productive of oppression. 
39. The same paper has the following :-— 
Some people in England have made it an aim 
ane Cleats and eT of their life to make the world sinless, if not in 
reality, at least in appearance. They have got 
some followers in this country, the missionaries being the foremost among them, 
and some Babus, too, belong to the party. It will undoubtedly be a matter for 
congratulation if brothels are removed from respectable quarters, and from the 
neighbourhood of schools and colleges in this city. But the amendment 
proposed by Sir John Lambert in thé Calcutta and Suburban Police 


Acts, at the instance of the Social Purity movement, will only create fresh © 


opportunities for the oppression of. the people by the police. For, if the Bill 
is passed into law, every woman who talks to a man in a public street, will 
run the risk of being arrested by the police, and any police officer above the 
rank of a constable will have the power to arrest her. The professed object of 
the Bill is to put down the agents who are employed by European prostitutes. 
But it should be remembered that in this country every measure for putti 
down wrongdoing is turned into a weapon for oppressing the honest and the 
innocent. Besides, prostitutes being a necessary adjunct to society, any 
measure which can do any injury, however small, to society, by being used as 
a weapon for oppressing prostitutes, ought not to be passed. The Bill also 
contains provisions which may bring respectable women into trouble. But Sir 
John Lambert has given the assurance that the Bill will undergo important 
modifications in the hands of the Select Committee, and it will be well if it is 
so modified. , 
40. Referring to the Lepers Bill the same paper says that the investiga- 
The Lepers Bill. tions of the Leprosy Commission have failed to 
rove that leprosy is an infectious or contagious 
disease. In fact, most people do not up to the present time believe in the 
infectious character of the disease. Not to go far, Mr. Bourdillon himself, in 
introducing the Bill, said that the infection of leprosy may be altogether an 
imaginary thing, but he proposed to throw pauper lepers into asylums—or more 
properly, into prisons—simply because their sight is loathsome, What an 
argument, this! Will Mr. Bourdillon next propose to put into asylums all 
persons having flat or short noses, elephantiasis or any other physical defor- 
mity? The police will be empowered to arrest lepers; and that will certainly 
Tea to oppression. _The compulsion which will be used will turn asylums into 
prisons ; and the writer has serious objection to that. In other countries, a 
mgorous measure may not lead to oppression, but it invariably leads to oppres- 
sion in this. The Bill is sure to be passed; then let it bé so modified as to 
aiford as few opportunities for oppression as possible. | 
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41, The Sanjwvant of the 23rd February has the following on the Calenut 
The Calcutta and Suburban and Suburban Police Acts Amendment Bill :— me 
Police Acts Amendment Bill. ~The power of arrest proposed to be given to 
the police in Calcutta and the Suburbs, will undoubtedly be taken edivantane 
of by its inferior officers, most of whom are notoriously corrupt, in order to exact 
Blaskmnal and gratify their own avarice. It will also be a source of the greatest 
danger to respectable women of every class and creed residing in the city 


and its suburbs. It is well-known that women of respectable Hindu familigs © | 


in Calcutta go to the river to bathe early in the morning and before daybreak, 
and generally without being accompanied by any male members of their 
families. rex Sete it not be irobeble for ves to be ee > ieee by. 
any greed ice officer possessing the power of arrest under the law? Neither 
will the inten of coming to grief at thie hands of the police be smaller in the 
case of respectable native women of the middie class, who during the day, but 
more generally after nightfall, go out on foot to visit their friends and relatives, 
But it is the European‘and Eurasian women of the lower classes who will incur 
the greatest danger of being harassed by the eT especially when they have 
occasion to pass through streets and quarters inhabited by prostitutes. 

It is not without reason that the writer has been so much alarmed on 
account of respectable women. Everybody remembers the case of Miss Cass, 
a respectable woman in England, who, when retarning home at night from her 
place of employment, was arrested by a constable on suspicion of her being a 
woman without character, but was acquitted after a trial, in the course of which 
it was proved that the constable’s suspicion was groundless, and that she was 
arespectable woman, When such a mistake can happen in a country like 
England where respectable women habitually appear in the ary streets, how 
great is the probability of similar mistakes being committed in this country 
where respectable native women habitually live in zananas and go out on foot 
only on rare occasions. — - 

It is certain that the proposed power will be merely an engine of = 
sion in the hands of the police, and will not advance in the least the object 
with which it is proposed to be conferred. For the police will, on no account, 
arrest those offending women who will pay them small: monthly allowances in 
consideration of the immunity they will be allowed to enjoy. That the evil 
for the removal of which the Bill has been introduced has become a crying one, 
does not admit of question; but it cannot be checked by increasing the 
powers of the police, nor by the Rev. Mr. Ashton’s plan of giving the police 
power to arrest only the male agents who are employed by prostitutes. On 
the other hand, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath’s proposal to give effect to the 
provers law only in those localities in which its application may be asked for 

y at least one hundred residents, will make the law practically a dead-letter. 

The first point to be guarded against in any legislation that is undertaken 
on the subject is to see that it does not contain any provision which may bring 
respectable women into trouble. But at the same time, the measure should be 
one that will cope successfully with the evil it aims at suppressing. This can 
be done only in the following way. Let the police keep a list of all houses of 
ill-fame in this city and its suburbs, and let it be empowered by law to arrest any 
woman who shows herself at any door, window or verandah of any such house 
with the object of enticing men, and any man or woman who calls any passer- 
by from such door, window or verandah, and also any man or woman, who 
entices a man into any such house. But considering the corruptness of the 
police, such a provision alone will not be sufficient to check the evil, and it 
should be further provided that when requested by a man whom any man or 
woman has attempted to entice, the police should be bound to arrest such man 
or woman. A measure framed on this line is expected to cope successfully with 
the evil, while it will be no source of danger to respectable women. | 

42,. The same paper considers the Police Billas amended by the Select 

The Police Act Amendment Bil, C°™Mmittee, undoubtedly a better thing than the Bill 

as it originally stood. 

43. The Dacca Prakdsh of the 24th February says that Act VIII of 18835, 

Act VIII of 1885 in need of #248 im need of amendment, and gives the follow- 
amendment, cea = ie mippert - tie pg ae s 

os n suit No. 154, brought in 1890, before the 

third Munsif of Manikganj in the district of Dacca, the plaintiff claimed certain 
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81 the defendant on account of rent due for three years, and cesses duri 
the | deeper st as In his written statement the defendant said that he 


deposited a portion of the money-claimed in Court, and paid the remainder, by 


-order. The first of this statement, which was proved to be false, 
wie yA with the deliberate object of avoiding the necessity of depositing tn 


Court the amount of the claim admitted. But for this deliberate falsehood, the 
defend ant received no sort of punishment. whatever. As regards the second 


rt t, the plaintiff admitted having received money by money- 
sec hlay Mega ge meg pti from the defendant for Jans pe ei ee 


t said that it was for rent due other 
aan oe whisk the suit.was brought. The defendant, however, denied holding 


under the plaintiff any land other than those relating to the suit, and as the 
latter never anticipated this defence, he could not call witnesses to disprove it. 
As a consequence, the Court gave the plaintiff.a decree only for the sum which 
the defendant falsely said that he had deposited in Court. The plaintiff waited 
to see the result of this suit before instituting other suits against the defendant 
for the recovery of sums due from him on other accounts, but delay in the 
decision of the suit barred his right to sue the defendant on those accounts, and 
he accordingly lost considerable sums of money. Even if he had not waited 
for the decision and instituted other suits simultaneously with the one under 
notice, he would have lost them in consequence of the defendant’s denial that he 
held an 

claimed ‘4 suit No. 154 having been accepted by the Court. That the denial 
was false is clear from the defendant’s own deposition in suit No. 17 of 1894, 
before the second nga of Dacca, in the course of which he admitted 
holding other lands from the plaintiff, and characterized his previous deposition 
on the subject as false. Nevertheless, under a ruling of the High Court the 
defendant’s right was in no way affected by his denial, although by means of 
it he managed to cheat the plaintiff out of a large sum which was due to him 
on account vf lands held by the former as his tenant. There are very few 
landowners who can stand loss of this nature, and very few mahals are so 
lucrative as to cover this loss. All this mischief is due to the of the 


High Court referred to. It is fortunate that all raiyats do not take = ater 


land under the plaintiff other than those for which rent. was 


of the present unsatisfactory state of the law to stop the payment of rent in a © 


body. As Courts do not in the case of big zamindars dare to give decisions 
like those given in the cases referred to, such zamindars have rarely any 
occasion to contest such decisions. But when the case is between two big 
zamindars, the litigation is protracted through the fault of the law, and one of 
the parties is ruined. But as zamindars are unwilling to admit the weakness of 
their position, they do not move for an amendment of the law. The state of 
the law is so unsatisfactory that if the raiyats had been aware of all its loop- 
holes, the zamindars, as a body, would have been ruined. Steps should therefore 
be taken without delay to put the law on a satisfactory footing. 

44, The Dainik-o Samdchdér Chandrika of the 28th February is very glad that 
ee af Sir Alexander Miller has had the generosity to with- 
relating to conjugal rights. ~«=« 2F@W, in deference to public opinion, his proposed 

amendment of the law relating to con) rights, 
Sir Alexander has earned everybody’s thanks by doing so, The withdrawal of a 
measure so universally objected to will certainly give satisfaction to everybody. 
A raja (the Sanskrit word for sovereign) is so called because it is his function 
to please his subjects. The Government therefore ill-discharges its duty which 
disregards the protests of its people against its Jegislative measures. Lord 
Elgin’s Government has faithfully discharged a great regal function by showi 
respect for public opinion in the matter of the above amendment as well as o 
the devotiar law. This is the way to increase the loyalty of a people. 


IV.—Native Srares. 
the 23rd February has the following on the present 


45. The Sanjtvant of 


Independent Tippera. condition of Independent Tip got oe Inigo : 
aes In 1870 the Maharaja of Hill bj are was an 
Re pendent ruler, but what his condition isin 1895! In its Administration 

port for 1892-93, the Government of Bengal writes as follows: — 
wi ms Rai Umakanta Das, Bahadur, has ceased to act as Minister to the 


The Government has no longer a representative permanently stationed 
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at Hill Tippera, but the tour of the British Agent at Comilla will in future be 


more frequent within the State, and his relation with the Maharaja will, it ig 
stated, be closer than heretofore. Under the scheme of Government, the 


Maharaja will be required to furnish annual reports of his administration, and either 


he or his sons will meet the Commissioner at Comilla annually.” — ; 


In 1870 the Maharaja was independent, and in 1892 his position was 


lower than that of a petty zamindar! 


The writer is acquainted with the Maharaja, and has always acted tow. 


ards him as a friend. This change in His Highness’ position has, therefore, 
exceedingly pained him, and has led him to make an enguiry into its cause. He 


has no hesitation in saying that it is the amla, by whom the Maharaja is sur. 


rounded, who are doing him the greatest injury, and are exclusively responsible 
for his present degraded and humiliated condition. Writing on the subject, the 
Pioneer too, said, “he (the eed is not by any means ill-disposed, and only 
requires to be freed from the control of his amla who are ones , of course, to 
anything likely to diminish their influence.” Certainly, this was written not 
by the Editor of the Pioneer, sitting at Allahabad, but by some official at 
Comilla. The factisthe Maharaja is a — and noble-minded man, too good to 
do anybody harm or enter into the crooked motives of his counsellers who, in order 
to serve their own interests, have made the place too hot for good and honest 
men. It is the Maharaja’s inability to enter into their reper pow that has led 
to the gradual decline of his State till it is on the verge of total extinction. The 
only resource, therefore, now left to His Highness to retrieve his lost prestige, 
and the vanishing glory of his State is to assume a firm attitude himself, 
And the Jubaraj, the Bara Thakur and ge Thakur, also, should be firm 
in their resolution to improve the condition of the State. If the Maharaja fails 
to free himself from the control of his present amla, the ruin of the Hill 
Tippera State cannot be very distant. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS. 


46. The Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 20th February is surprised at 

: Government’s justifying its action in the matter 

its cruelty. Who shall say that Government will 

not after this suppress, on the same ground, the practice of animal sacrifice at the 

Hindu pujas and the slaughter of camels at the Muhammadan Bakr-Id ? 

47. The Hitavddi of the 22nd February approves of the action of the 

authorities in putting a stop to the cruel practice 

Fonte peta of the Pakur prac- which was prevalent in Pakur, of goring pigs to 

death on the night of the worship of the goddess Kali. 
48. The Banganivdss of the 22nd January has the following :— : 


In reply to the interpellation by Babu Surendra 
one Syne peel, Nath Banerji samen the bios wa by the 
Assistant Commissioner of Pakur, of a very old religious practice among the 
the milkmen of the Sonthal Parganas of having a pig gored to death by their 
herds on the day of the Kali Puja, Mr. Cotton said that ‘the Assistant Commis- 
sioner had put a stop to this atrocious practice under the Act for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals, and that the Lieutenant-Governor did not think that the 
stopping of an atrocious practice like this would be regarded by the Hindu com- 
munity as an interference with religion. His Honour should not think other- 
wise. It is no wonder that the Governor of a province in which calves are 
slaughtered in large numbers in order tv supply food for Englishmen, and in 
which that most cruel Pasteur system is about to be introduced by the Govern-. 
ment itself, should be pained to see a single pig killed in one whole year by the 
milkmen of the Sonthal Parganas! 


49.. Referring to Mr. Cotton’s reply to Babu Surendra Nath’s question in 


the Bengal Council regarding th ssion of 
he g ng the suppre 

. . = —— the Pakur practice, the Darsak of ie 24th 
February will not say whether or not the suppression of the festival is calcu- 
lated to wound the religious feelings of the Hindus, but is alarmed lest on the 
plea of preventing cruelty to animals, the authorities should in the course of 


time interfere with the practice of offers i eae ‘ri0US 
festivals of the Hindus. P ring animal sacrifice at the religi 


iP Prension of the Pakur prac- of suppressing the Pakur practice on the ground of - 


_ 
a 
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| 3 | Unrya PAPERS. . pap amo) Bi par ORO 
50. The Uriya and Navasamvdd of the 16th January has the satisfaction to 
sys 4 A observe that the ‘crime. of ‘theft’ has ‘considerably 
Decrease of crime in Balasore diminished in the town of Balasore; and: that: ‘this is 
"e.” owing to the absence of a certain number of leading 
thieves from the station. : ae BINT “OUTER AG 6 
51. The same paper has reason to believe that the progress of attestation 

Re work in connection with the settlement proceedings 

Irreg wns settlement joing on in Balasore, has revealed ‘a large number 

: of irregularities committed during the khasra work 
by the khasra amins. The writer therefore advises the Assistant Settlement 
Officers to proceed with their work carefully, = = as gener 
52. ‘The Utkal Dipikéd of the 26th January is sorry to learn that wild 

ay gp, Clephants are destroying paddy, which the agri- 

Preis ge ild animals inthe Gulturists of Sakinda, Darpan and Madhapur in 
the Cuttack district have harvested in the khalas 
(threshing-floors) attached to their homestead lands, and that, when interfered 
with in this their nocturnal act of depredation by the cries of the helpless 
villagers, they attack them and sometimes kill them with impunity. The 
writer gives a detailed notice of the loss of human life from the attacks of 
wild elephants, and points out that the Arms Act has ‘rendered the people 


helpless and unable to save their lives and belongings from the fury of wild 
elephants and other dangerous animals. 


AssaM Papers. 


53. The Paridarshak for the second fortnight of M agh says that considering 


eae that there is no separate Small Cause Court in 
Bho syih i aan Cause Court Sylhet, it is necessary that the Munsifs and Subor- 
dinate Judges in Sylhet who are vested with 
summary powers under the Small Cause Courts Act shouldbe tried and ex- 
perienced judicial officers. Unfortunately, however, the High Court generally 
sends Munsifs and Subordinate Judges of low rank and small experience to 
Sylhet, and this practice leads to grave failures of justice. : 
54. The same paper has the following :— 


¢¢ - ° . ° | 
The tour of the Chief Commis- 41, Another tour of our ruling Chief has mixed in 
sioner of Assam. the ever-flowing current of time. Preceding tours 


oa had given us many hopes, cheered up our droopi 
spirits, and held out before us fascinating prospects of good adrhinistention 


How often had we pored over the Government organs to catch some. casual 
intelligence of the ultimate result of those tours! How had our expectation 
darkened into anxiety—anxiety into dread—and dread into despair! Alas! not 
one hopeful word or syllable had dropped from the lips of our ruler! 

deferred maketh the heart sick, and we had been sadly disappointed. Our hopes 
and our expectations had never been realized! Preceding tours as they proved 
desponding and fruitless, it is extremely doubtful whether the recent one will 
advance one atom in raising the status of the people of this part of the province 
and in satisfying their just demands. The principle underlying these tours 


as far as we understand, is to bring the ruler into personal contact with all 


classes of people of the province under him in order that he may | 

from themselves their more pressing requirements and pn lags" yg 
are wer to say that this noble principle is not followed up in its truest sense 
hy § “ overnment of this province, as will be verified by the following state- 


“Every one of us knows of the Jainta settlement. For the last two vears 


Government has been spending large sums of monev { : 

saddle « a; is Jarge sums or this settlement, and 

z! Sead i oe Sone . possibility that there will be an increase in Fs clos 
. u we as : r 

people Solhdlidet ta She Gltek od Ow Can a parental guardian and ruler of the 


starvatio . nano i 
their state and condition enhance the wimont persone: Tevesmeeen into 


rate? Jainta, as we all know, i l 

a a tract, and in such tracts, if the rain falls short by a fow lick the 

people sx ber great distress; if the rain falls to a large extent thousands die of 
mine. e years 1893-94 were disastrous to the people of Jainta. During 
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those years there was a heavy downpour on that doomed tract, and as a regult 
it all the corn-fields were wade water. Hundreds of cattle, nay. even dwelli sg 
houses were swept away,-and not a blade of grass could be seen in the whole 
a. The people were reduced to extreme poverty, so miuch so that they 
f ad to ask for Government aid in the shape of loans which, thanks to the 
Government, were promptly supplied. Such was the condition of the people of 
Jainta in the year 1894. W hile the people are still struggling to recover from 
the terrible effects of, the late flood, fresh troubles with increasing density are 
staring them in the face.. It must be.no doubt an irony of fate that Government, 
in spite of its knowledge of the real condition of the people, is aiming fresh blows 
in the shape of taxation at them. These heavy blows if let.loose upon them wij] 
undou y spread solitude, silence, and premature death all over the pargana, 
Is it then fair on the part of the Government to force upon a a ae a fresh 
burden of taxation which they are ill-fitted by circumstances to bear? Had the 
Chief Commissioner gone personally to Jainta and seen with his own eyes the 
itiable condition to which the people are now reduced, he would surely have 
en convinced of the fact that fresh taxation under the present state of things 
was impossible. We challenge contradiction when we say that Jainta is now 
no longer a pagoda tree bearing its golden fruit, and that the precious crop 
cannot still be gathered as it was done by the ‘most rapacious of the old-time 
vultures ’ Mr.——and other English soldiers of fortune. The palmy days of 
Jainta are now no more; its wine of life has been drawn, and mere lees are 
left.’ We do not like to discuss the matter in full detail at the present moment, 
as the subj ect is under the consideration of the Government of India. We 
conclude this of our article hoping that the Government of Lord Elgin will 
be so wise and judicious as not to sacrifice the best and the truest interests of 
the Jainta people at the alter of Mammon. : 

‘The next thing which should have deserved consideration at the hands of 
the Chief Commissioner was the water-works scheme of this town. There is no 
gainsaying the fact that the scheme is a perfect failure. Large sums of money 
extorted from the poor ratepayers have already been a in vain or experi- 
mental purposes, and much more will be spent if the plan is not given up. Our 
contemporary of the Srthatiavdst in its last issue out has pointed and very 
ably pointed out that the water works scheme is impracticable in this town 
where a large majority of the people are living upon one meal a day, so much so 
that many of them are very often unable to pay up their quarterly taxes. We 
have great confidence that Mr. Ward, now that he has seen the state of affairs 
with his own eyes, will be good enough to abandon the impracticable idea, as 
there is still time to mend matters, and will henceforth direct the municipality 
to devote the sum set apart for the water works to digging out new tanks and 
bringing to order old and neglected tanks in different parts of the town. This 
arrangement will serve two-fold purposes, It. will save the rate payers from 
fresh taxation on the one hand, and will distribute pure and transparent water 
to all classes of people on the other. We earnestly pray that the Chief Commis- 
sioner will be graciously pleased to agree to our proposal and order the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners to stop further prosecution of the scheme. — 

‘The last and not the least important subject which ought to have attracted 
the Chief Commissioner’s attention was the cruel and daring assault made some 
time ago by one of our Extra Assistant Commissioners, Babu Chandra Nath 
Nandi, while on the judgment-seat. The insolent and cruel behaviour of this 
man has on more occasions than one been noticed by us, and we have become 
tired of writing any more against the man. It has given us great dissatis- 
faction to find that the Chief Commissioner has not as yet taken any steps 
—— Nandi Babu, although several acts of oppression and violence of this 
official have from time to time been brought to His Honour’s notice. We 
conclude ‘with expressing our hopes that the Chief Commissioner will not 
mere ha moment to mete out just punishment which Nandi Babu richly 
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